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Burmese theater were substantially at a standstill throughout '43.
Without detracting from the admirable performance of the best
Indian units in many theaters, it must be admitted that the average
showing of the native Indian army against the Japanese was not
brilliant. In spite of the capital importance to the Chinese theater
of reopening overland communications with Chungking, Ameri-
can reinforcement of the Indian theater was confined to air units,
the British naturally preferring to reconquer their own lost terri-
tories with imperial forces. Nevertheless, the personnel of certain
Chinese divisions had been flown to India over the American air
transport route, of which the astonishing performance has shown
both the capabilities and the present limitations of planes as carriers,
and in India had received American equipment and American-
directed training. In the spring of '44 these divisions, with Amer-
ican air support and a few American ground troops, began to ad-
vance from Ledo in the middle Brahmaputra valley into Burma,
their objective being to open a new land route which would con-
nect with the old Burma Road. At the same time an independent
Chinese force advanced across the difficult mountains southwest-
ward from Free China along the line of that part of the old road.

In a bold but unwise attempt with the ultimate objective of cut-
ting the communications of the advance from Ledo, the Japanese
advanced over the difficult mountain trails of the central part of the
western Burmese border upon Imphal, the capital of the little
mountain state of Manipur. They may have hoped that the occupa-
tion of this little patch of Indian soil might touch off political trou-
ble throughout Hindustan. In a military sense, however, their en-
terprise was easy to defeat, since not even Japanese ability to subsist
on little could compensate for the total want of organized commu-
nications. After a few local successes, late in April the tide turned
against them about a month after their first crossing of the border.
The British reported finding the bodies of a number of Japanese
who had died from disease incidental to malnutrition.

Meanwhile, undeterred by the weak threat in Manipur, the ad-
vance from Ledo had been steadily continued. Late in May, '44, that
advance was nearly two hundred air miles from its starting point
and had almost wholly surrounded the Japanese garrison of Myit-
kyina, the northern terminus of the railroad which reaches the sea
at Rangoon, Around Myitkyina the troops of the United Nations